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430. George Unwin, May 25, 1637. 250 acres. Upon Chickros 
Creek. 

430. Thomas Paule, May 25, 1637. 350 acres. Upon a great 

Deep swamp in Chickahominy river &c westerly upon the 
Pagan Creek. 

431. John Dansey, May 25, 1637. 100 acres. Upon Tanks Pas- 

bye hayes Creek. 
441. Capt n . Henry Brown, July 14, 1637. 2,250 acres. On the 

Southern side of James river, beg.g at the half way tree. 
443. William Mills, July 19, 1637. 350 acres. On the Southern 

side of James river, bounding north upon Smiths Fort. 

447. Bridges Freeman & Francis Fowler, Aug*. 11, 1637. 9Q0 

acres. Pointing South Bast upon the main river & ex- 
tend.g north west along the Creek. 

448. Bridges Freeman, Aug*. 12, 1637. 100 acres. Upon the 

Easterly side of Chickahominy river w* h in the river 
mouth, next adjoining to the land now in the tenure and 
occupacon of S a Freeman & Francis Fowler. 
450. Henry Hart, Aug*. 15, 1637. 250 acres. At the head of 
the great Creek. 

450. John Hicks, Aug*. 15, 1637. 200 acres. On the South- 

ern side of James river, bounded on the Crosse Creek. 

451. William Carter, Aug*. 15. 200 acres. Joining Southerly 

upon the land formerly granted to him, Easterly to- 
wards Chippoecks Creek. 
450. John Orchard, Aug*. 15, 1637. 350 acres. Eight against 
the farther gulfe on the East 4 side of Chickahominy 
river, a mile from the hether side of Warrany land'g 

place. 

(To be Continued.) 



GLIMPSES OF OLD COLLEGE LIFE. 
(Continued from Vol. VIII., pages 153 and 213.) 

Letters of John Brown, a student at William and Mary Col- 
lege, to his Uncle William Preston : 

These letters were first printed by Mr. Steve C. Sturz in the Wis- 
consin Aegis, published by the students of the University of Wisconsin, 
Madison, Wisconsin. The following is a part of Mr. Sturz's well-chosen 
introduction: 
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"The following letters are preserved in the Draper MSS. collection 
in the State Historical Library, and it is believed have never been pub- 
lished. They are printed here in the belief that the picture they give 
of one of the earliest of American colleges in the Eevolutionary period 
may be of value and interest. 

"The writer of these letters, John Brown, was the son of the Eev. 
John Brown, Princeton, 1749, and at the time the letters were written 
was twenty-two years old, having been born in 1757. William Preston, 
to whom the letters were written, was the brother of Brown's mother, 
and was county lieutenant and county surveyor of Pincastle county, 
Western Virginia. 

"John Brown, Jr., had been educated at home under the direction of 
his father, who was a prominent Presbyterian clergyman; and was 
fitted for college at the age of seventeen. He attended an English school 
near home for a short time, and then entered Princeton. When the 
college closed on the capture of Princeton by the British, he went to 
William and Mary College, and there graduated some time between 1776 
and 1781. He was a member of the parent chapter of Phi Beta Kappa, 
which was organized at William and Mary, December 5, 1776. After 
graduation he became a prominent lawyer in Kentucky, represented that 
state in both houses of Congress, and died at Prankfort, Ky., in 1837. 
Among his descendants was Benjamin Gratz Brown, who was a candi- 
date for the vice-presidency in 1872." 

The foot-notes, in explanation of some of the letters, are also by 
Mr. Sturz. 

W m & Mary College 
D r Uncle. 

My Joy & Satisfaction, upon receiving your Letter by M r 
Floyd; was only exceeded by the Obligations which the Mani- 
festations of your unmerited Kindness, & Affection, have laid 
me under. I can assure you Sir that they have made Sensible 
Impressions upon my Breast, & demand the warmest returns of 
gratitude. - 1 sincerely thank you for your Friendly Advice, & 
Direction; as also for the Encouragement you were pleased to 
give me. I am not Ignorant of the Advantages of my Situation 

& a sense of Duty & Obedience ur Exhortations; shall 

still add to my Assiduity & — plication. 

Vice prevails much in this place but it is of such a kind, that 
it has a tendency rather to disgust than Alure. It is by no means 
disguised under the Specious appearance of Virtue, but Open, 
Profane, & contrary to the Sentiments of a Eational Mind, 
upon this account I think the danger is not so great, & hope by 
Shuning bad company, by proper Vigilance, together with Divine 
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Aid to avoid this Whirlpool into which so many sink irrecover- 
ably. 

My acquaintance does not extend much further than to the 
Students as yet, having no opportunity of forming Acquaint- 
ances in Town, unless by frequenting the Taverens, & the great- 
est Part of the Company that could be had there was rather 
expensive than Edifying. 

I designe to Study Law, or Physic, my Inclination lead to 
the latter, but am something discouraged with regard to oppor- 
tunity of Studying Physic. I should be glad of your Advice 
whither you think it adviseable that I should keep that end in 
View; or that I should Study Law & read what would be con- 
ducive to my improvement in that way 

I am not in need of Money at Present & expect a suply from 
home Shortly Should not that ariv in time I shall accept of your 
Friendly offer & apply to M r John May 

Eemember me to Aunt, & Cousins & permit me to subscribe 
myself, 

Your most Oblig* Servt 

& Dutiful Nephew 

March 30 th 1779 John Brown • 

PS Inform Cousin Jn° Breckinridge * that I had not time to 
answer his Letter but shall by the next opportunity 

Addressed "To Col- W m Preston Smithneld Pav 4 by Capt 
Fl— d") 



Williamsburg Oct r 20 th 1779 
D r Sir 

A few days past I had the pleasure to see a letter from you, 
directed to M r Gran 1 Smith f & myself, requesting us to trans- 
act some business for you in the Eegisters office ; in this I should 
have engaged most chearfully, had not M r Smith nearly finished 
the business before he had an opportunity of showing me the 
letter. I hope you will favour me with your commands whenever 

* Was elected to Congress at age of nineteen, but was not seated until 
after his third election. Later, Senator from Kentucky and Attorney- 
General in Jefferson's Cabinet. 

f A student in 1776, from Louisa county. Probably in business in 
Williamsburg at this time. 
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you have business to be transacted in Town, & can assure you 
that I shall at all times be very happy to have it in my power to 
serve you. 

The information of your great indisposition, has given me 
much uneasiness, & am truely impatient to hear of your recovery ; 
which I hope will be speedy, & the knowledge of which would 
relieve me, & ma — others from inexpressible Anxiety. Some 

time ago I recei letter from my Father containing an 

Extract from a letter he had received from you, relative to my 
studying the Law under the direction of one of certain Gent n of 
the Country, therein mentioned : but as I never received a letter 
he mentioned you had written to me, & as prior to the receipt of 
his, I had engaged with the Attorney Gen 1 * I had not occasion 
to use that Interest, you were so kind as to offer; and which 
■otherwise I should now have most Gladly embraced. The attor- 
ney is a very agreeable Gent n , he is communicative and well 
qualified for an Instructor, upon M r Madison's f recommenda- 
tion he took me under his care without a fee, provided I would 
assist him in writing, with this I complied the more willingly, as 
it will conduce much to my improvement I have enjoyed a 
good state of Health during my residence here, I Board in 
College, at what rate is at present uncertain. I hope you will 
write me as soon as your Health permits ; & that this may soon 
be the case is the ardent desire, & prayer of Your Dut 1 Nephew. 

John Brown 

(Addressed "Col W m Preston Smithfield By Col Shelby") 



W m & Mary Decemb r 9 th 1779 
Dear Uncle 

I receiVd your friendly Letter of the 29 th of Novemb r by M r 
Nourse; & shall only say, that it would be doing my Feelings 
tipon that occasion, the greatest injustice, were I to attempt to 
describe them; For although I had had the pleasure to hear 
accidentally of your Partial Becovery, yet to receive a Confirma- 
tion of that agreeable Intilligence from yourself, together with 
such tender expressions of friendship renewd my former Joy, & 

* Edmund J. Randolph, first Attorney-General of Virginia, later 
Governor of Virginia and First Attorney-General of the United States, 
f James Madison, President of William and Mary. 
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has laid me under the greatest obligations — The expectations you 
have of me greatly encourage, & I hope will ever excite me, to 
such Application & to such a course of Life as will not altogether 
frustrate them. 

As M r May & M r Gran. Smith are both in town, & as neither 
has demanded my assistance, I do not expect that shall have the 
pleasure of serving you at this time, but can assure that I derive 
much satisfaction from the prospect of having it yet in my power 
to oblige you, in that way — 

William & Mary has undergone a very considerable Eevolu- 
tion; The Visitors * met on the 4 th Instant & form'd it into a 
University, annul'd the old Statutes, abolish'd the Grammar 
School continued M r Madison President, & Professor of Mathe- 
matics Appointed M r Wyth Professor of Law,f D r M°Clurg of 
Physick M r Andrews of Moral Philosophy, & Mons r Belini $ of 
modern Languages. Each of these Professors have an Annuity 
of eight Hogsheads of Tobacco. The Students have to procure 
a Steward, with whom they are to board at Whatever rate can 
be agreed on They are to pay Rent for their Rooms, provide 
every other necessary & and to pay a H a of Tobacco to each Pro- 
fessor, they shall attend. § I am apprehensive that the Expence 
will be so great that it will be out of my power to continue, but 
shall be under the necessity of boarding somewhere in Town; at 
least untill the spring, as I expect that it will not be so expen- 
sive. 

I should be exceeding glad to have your Advice in the follow- 
ing matter, before I come to any determination concerning it. — 
I informed you some time past that I had put myself under the 

* When Thomas Jefferson became a member of the Board of Visitors, 
he caused the enactment of a statute, December 4, 1779, which reorgan- 
ized the college. The chairs of Divinity were done away with, and the 
chairs of Law and Medicine substituted. 

f George Wythe, the first professor of Law in America ; full title, 
"Professor of Law and Police." 

$ Charles Bellini, first occupant of the first chair of Modern Lan- 
guages in America. 

§ "A student paying annually one thousand pounds of Tobacco shall 
be entitled to attend any two of the following Professors," and for fifteen 
hundred any three. This is the first recognition or adoption of the elec- 
tive system in an American college. 



Two Dinner Parties. 23 

direction of M r Randolph, Our agreement was that I should 
assist him in writing & as for further consideration he said it 
was time enough to think of that, when I shall have finished 
my studies. M r Randolph is to move to Richmond * in the 
spring, if I continue with him I shall have to move there also, 
& if I should I am unacquainted with the place & uncertain how 
I am to be provided for. & as he is a 6entl n of great delicacy 
perhaps it might be improper to qit him & attend M r Wyth's 
Lectures. Your directions how to proceed in this case will be 
very acceptable. 

I am chearfully willing to dispose of Potts creek land & I 
wrote some time past to my Brother to know his inclination upon 
that head, but never receivd an answer I shall write to Dada to 
dispose of it, if he can, to any advantage, the first opportunity. 

I am very happy to hear of the increase of a Family which I 
so much esteem; I desire to be remembered to all of them & 
that they may all be a Comfort to their Parent & an Ornament 
to their Country is the sincere prayer of D r Uncle 

Your Dutiful Nephew 

John Brown 
(To he Continued.) 



TWO DINNER PARTIES. 
A Dinnek Pabtt in 1854. f 

As usual the negro was under discussion, and Mr. Seward said 
to Mr. Dixon [Hon. Archibald Dixon, of Kentucky] : "Your 
lands down there are too fine to be given over to such an inferior 
and degraded race as the negroes. There are too many poor 
white men in the North who want them, and we mean to have 
them." Said Mr. Dixon: "What, then, will you do with the 
negroes?" He replied: "We will drive them into the Gulf of 
Mexico, as we are driving the Indians into the Pacific Ocean. 
Set them free, and in fifty years there will not be a negro left !" 
Mr. Dixon exclaimed, "God ! man, you ought to be hung !" 

The cruelty of the proposition shocked him, and his amaze- 

* When the Capitol was located at that place. 
f Communicated by Miss Kate Mason Rowland. 



